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DR. FRED TANNER, AMBASSADOR (RET.)  
 
ft0502@gmail.com  

 
Extensive experience in multilateral crisis management, peacebuilding and 
disarmament. Strong record of accomplishment in managing international institutions 
in leadership training, diplomatic and defence education. Teaching and publications in 
crisis management, European security, multilaterism  and global governance. 

 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
Senior Adviser, Conflict Prevention Centre, OSCE, Vienna 2018-2020 
 
Senior Advisor, Crisis Management Centre, State Secretariat, Bern 2017-2018 
Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
 
Senior Advisor to the Secretary General, OSCE, Vienna 2013-2016      
 
Director, Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP), Geneva               2006-2013        
 
Deputy Director, Director of Academic Affairs and Head of Faculty,         1999-2005 
GCSP, Geneva        
 
 Director and Resident Professor, Mediterranean Academy of          1993-1997 
 Diplomatic Studies (MEDAC), University of Malta 
 
 Executive Director, International Training Course (ITC),         1986- 1992 
 The Graduate Institute, Geneva 
 
 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 
Practitioner-in-Residence, Josef Korbel School of International                 Sept 2017 
Studies, University of Denver 
 
The Graduate Institute, Geneva 1998-2000 
Visiting Lecturer 
Swiss Foreign Policy Course 
 
The Graduate Institute, Geneva 1997 
Director of the Diplomatic Studies Programme, 
 
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey                    1993  
Visiting Fellow, Center of International Studies 
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SAIS, John Hopkins University, Washington, D.C.          1992-1993 
Resident Scholar 
 
The Henry L. Stimson Center, Washington, D, C.                 1992 
Research Associate 
 
New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico   1984-1986 
Visiting Professor of International Relations 
 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts   1983-1984 
Teaching Assistant, Core Program 
 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts     1982-1984  
Graduate Student Associate, Center for Int´l Affairs 
 
 

 
EDUCATION 

 
PhD Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Medford, Mass.  1981-1984 

Dissertation: Energy and Alliance Tensions: The Impact of  
Energy Vulnerability upon the Conduct of Foreign Policy 

ADVISORS: PROF. RAYMOND VERNON, PROFESSOR ROBERT L. PFALTZGRAFF 
 

 
License  The Graduate Institute, Geneva  1978-1980 
  
  
Demi- license   University of Geneva, Geneva  1976-1978 
  
 

HONORS, AWARDS AND GRANTS 
 
Title of Ambassador 2007 /2013 
Granted twice by the Swiss Federal Government 
 
Committee for the Promotion of Security Studies,           1999-2002 
Honorary Chairman, Bosnia and Herzegovina (OSCE mandate) 
 
Swiss National Science Foundation  Grant 1992 
Post-conflict arms control 
 
MacJannet fellowship in International Relations 1981 
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SELECT PUBLICATIONS 

 
 

Sustaining Civilian Missions in Conflict Zones: The Case of the OSCE Special Monitoring 
Mission to Ukraine, Policy Brief, Swisspeace, 03 / 2018.  
 
Arms Control in Times of Crises, in Reintroducing Disarmament and Cooperative Security to 
the Toolbox of 21st Century Leaders, ed. Dan Plesch, Kevin Miletic and Tariq Rauf, SIPRI, 
2017. 
 
European Security Architecture in 2017, Austrian Political Annual Forecast, 2017. 

 
The OSCE and the Crisis in and around Ukraine: First lessons for Crisis Management, in 
OSCE Yearbook, Nomos Publishers, 2016. 
 
 Deficiencies in Global Governance and Implications for Defense Education, Connections, 
Volume XI, Number, Fall 2012. 

 
Schweizerische Sicherheitspolitik in einer globalisierten Welt, Allgemeine schweizerische 
Militärzeitschrift (ASMZ), Vol. 176 / 05, 2010 
 
Addressing the Perils of Peace Operations: Toward a Global Peacekeeping System, Global 
Governance, Volume XVI, Issue 2, Apr-Jun 2010. 
 
The UN Peacebuilding Commission and International Geneva, with 
David Atwood, Disarmament Forum, No. 2, 2007 
 
Promoting security sector governance in the EUs neighbourhood, Chaillot Paper No. 80, 
with Heiner Haenggi, Paris: EU Institute for Security Studies (ISS), Issue 2, July 2005. 
 
NATO's Role in Defence Cooperation and Democratisation in the Middle East, The 
International Spectator, Vol. XXXIX, No. 4, October‐ December 2004 
 
Refugee Manipulation: War, Politics, and the Abuse of Human Suffering, Stephen John 
Stedman and Fred Tanner (eds), Brookings Institution Press, 2003 

 
Arms Control and Contemporary Conflicts: Challenges and Responses, PSIS Special 
Studies No. 5, Keith Krause and Fred Tanner (eds.), Geneva: Programme for Strategic and 
International Security Studies (PSIS) and Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP), 2001 
 
 
Bargains for Peace: Military Adjustments during Post‐war Peacebuilding, Michael Pugh 
(ed.), Regeneration of War‐Torn Societies, New York, Palgrave Macmillan, April 2000Arms 
control, civil war and peace settlements, 
Civil Wars, Vol. 3, Issue 4, 2000. 
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Joint Actions for Peace‐building in the Mediterranean, the International Spectator, Vol. 
XXXIV, No. 4, October‐December 1999 
 
Postwar Arms Control, Journal of Peace Research 30(1): 2943, 1993 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Regional Office for Cooperation and Peace in Europe, Vienna,  
2017- Present 
Advisory board member 
 
International Institute for Peace (IIP), Vienna, 2019- present 
Advisory board member 
 
OSCE Academy in Bishkek, Bishkek, 2005-present 
Board of Trustees, member 
 
Geneva Peacebuilding Platform (GPP), Geneva, 2007-2013 
Founding member and member of steering committee 
 
Int´l Council of the Center for Sustainable Development and Int´l Peace, 2007-2013, Council 
member, University of Denver’s Korbel School of Int´l Studies 
 
Swisspeace Foundation, Bern, 2006-2013 
Scientific Advisory Board, member 
 
ISSS, International Studies Association, 2003-2005 
Governing Board member 
 
Swiss Association of Foreign Policy, Bern, 2002-2008 
Board member 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 
UN Secretary General´s Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters (ABDM) 
Board member, 2013-2016. 
 
OSCE, Panel of Eminent Persons for European Security as a Common Project, 
Project leader, 2014-2016. 
 
Munich Security Conference Core Group,  
Member, 2014-2016 
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Academic Advisory Board of the NATO Defense College (NDC) 
Board member, 2010-2013 
 
Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF), High-level Panel on Early Warning and 
Rapid Reaction, panel member, 2010  
 
Task Force on Nuclear Disarmament and Non-Proliferation of Switzerland, 2008-2009 
Member 
 
 
 

LANGUAGES 
 
Fluent in English, French and German.   
  
 

OTHER 
 
Swiss officer in the Swiss Mountain Infantry (ret.) finishing rank as a Major. 


